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‘Unsurpassed in the scope of its coverage, this book explores 
like no other the roles of policy entrepreneurs and the causes 
of policy change across diverse political systems ranging from 
the developing world to the largest western democracies. The 
studies show how entrepreneurs work with outside donors, 
take advantage of windows of political opportunity, create 
those windows, and push the policy process in the direction 
they hope. They also show the limits to these strategies, and 
strategies that tend to fail. The book dramatically advances our 
understanding not only of change and stability in water policy, 
but of the policy process more generally.’
– Frank R. Baumgartner, University of North Carolina, US

This major volume focuses on the role of policy entrepreneurs 
in revolutionizing water management worldwide. Adopting an 
international comparative perspective, the authors explore the 
changes taking place in water policy across fifteen countries, 
at both the global level and within the European Union. Their analysis highlights the importance of 
groups and individuals in stimulating progress and reveals the crucial part played by policy 
entrepreneurs.

Successful entrepreneurs use various strategies to initiate and implement change, including the framing 
and reframing of issues, the assembly of coalitions, venue shopping and the exploitation of windows of 
opportunity. In showcasing the role of entrepreneurs in achieving transitions and explaining their 
approach, this groundbreaking book presents an optimistic message for those who desire 
improvements in the way water is managed.

This book will not only make a unique contribution to the current literature on transition management, 
but will also prove an invaluable tool for those keen to influence water policy management at the 
regional, national and international level. It will be of great interest to students and scholars of water 
resources and environmental management and governance, as well as practitioners in the fields of 
water and climate policy.
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