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At IWA Publishing, it is important that our books are presented in the best possible light. Integral to this is the blurb for the back cover. Not only does this feature on the book itself and our website, it will also be disseminated through multiple global distribution channels and appear on numerous online platforms, encouraging both retailers and readers to purchase your book. With this in mind, we have put together some guidelines.
Research other books: Start by reading blurbs from books in your subject area. How does the blurb grab your attention? What differentiates this book from others in the same area - how is this achieved in the blurb? What keywords are used? Are facts, statistics or quotes used? By researching other books, you will gain a better understanding of the techniques used to write effective copy – and help you structure your own.
Writing the blurb: We suggest the blurb comprises of 3 parts/paragraphs:

1. Write an engaging, and brief, opening paragraph. Briefly summarise the aim and/or scope of the book. State what makes it different, interesting, and worth reading. 
2. 3-5 bullet points, notes or clauses. Highlight key features or unique selling points (USPs) for new titles or key updates for new editions.
3. The final paragraph should detail the intended readership. You may also wish to reiterate why your book should be read or include a ‘Call to Action’ e.g. “the most up-to-date study on topic x,” so the book is a must-read.
Other back cover details: The back of your book cover should also include endorsements and/or reviews from one or more authors/academics/reviewers in your field. This serves as excellent validation for the prospective retailer/reader. They can also summarise your book, or highlight the key features, eliminating your need to explain this in the blurb and help cut down the word count.
Word count: The entire blurb (including quotations) should be no more than 2000 characters (around 300 words).
Examples can be seen on the next page.

Remember, the blurb must be submitted to IWAP as early in the publication process as possible, preferably in the Author Questionnaire. This can be found on the Author Centre on our website https://www.iwapublishing.com/about/author-centre or obtained from Mark Hammond at mhammond@iwap.co.uk.
New book:

This book covers the principles and practices of technologies for the control of pollution originating from organic wastes (e.g. human faeces and urine, wastewater, solid wastes, animal manure and agro-industrial wastes) and the recycling of these organic wastes into valuable products such as fertilizer, biofuels, algal and fish protein and irrigated crops.

Each recycling technology is described with respect to:

· Objectives

· Benefits and limitations

· Environmental requirements

· Design criteria of the process

· Use of the recycled products

· Public health aspects
Organic Waste Recycling includes case studies, examples, exercises and questions. This book is intended as a text or reference book for third or fourth year undergraduate students interested in environmental science, engineering and management, and graduate students working in the environment-related disciplines. It also serves as a reference text for policy makers, planners and professionals working in the environment and sustainable development fields.
New edition:

This fourth edition of Organic Waste Recycling is fully updated with new material to create a comprehensive and accessible textbook:

· New chapter on constructed wetlands for wastewater and faecal sludge stabilization.

· New sections on: waste recycling vs. climate change and water; faecal sludge and its characteristics; hydrothermal carbonization technology; up-to-date environmental criteria and legislation and environmental risk assessment.

· New case studies with emphasis on practices in both developed and developing countries have been included, along with more exercises at the end of chapters to help the readers understand the technical principles and their application.

· Novel concepts and strategies of waste management are presented.

· Up-to-date research findings and innovative technologies of waste recycling program are provided.
This textbook is intended for undergraduate and graduate students majoring in environmental sciences and engineering as well as researchers, professionals and policy makers who conduct research and practices in the related fields. It is essential reading for experts in environmental science and engineering and sustainable waste reuse and recycling in both developed and developing countries.
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